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Manuscript of Al-Manhal Al-Asfa in explaining what is urgently needed from
the words of Al-Shifa by Al-Tilimsani (d. 921 AH) Introduction to the

explanation and the explainer
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Abstract

The importance of this topic is evident in the fact that Al-Tilimsani, may God have mercy
on him, is an explainer of the book Al-Shifa bi-Ta'rif Huquq Al-Mustafa, which is a unique book
on which many books have been written. The honor and importance of the explanation is due to
the importance and honor of the one being explained, on the one hand. On the other hand, “Al-
Manhal Al-Asafi fi Sharh Ma Tamsa Hugawih llaihi Min Alfath Al-Shifa” is one of the most
important and best explanations ever written on Al-Shifa. This has been pointed out by more
than one scholar, including Haji Khalifa, in his book. If we say that it is one of the best
explanations, this means that it has added something new, otherwise it would not have been
described as such. In addition to this, it is widely spread in the countries, which was confirmed
to me by its copies spread in the East and the West. If it were not important, it would not be
logical for it to receive all this acceptance. In addition to this, it has collected what is greatly
needed from many explanations, such as the explanation of Al-Zamouri and Ibn Makhlouf, who
wrote three explanations on it, which he called Al-Ghaniya Al-Kubra, Al-Sughra, and Al-Wusta,
and the explanation of Al-Shamani and others whose explanation of Al-Shifa is considered one
of the best and oldest explanations. In my opinion, reading Al-Manhal Al-Asfa may replace these
commentaries, not completely, but considering that most of them are lost, such as Al-Ghaniya
by Ibn Makhlouf, and because Ibn Al-Tilimsani selected the useful and good ones from them,
and it is not strange if his book is considered more useful and better than them, as it includes
what is scattered in others, especially since most of those who came after him took from his
book and referred to it.

Keywords: Al-Manhal Al-Asfa, Alfath Al-Shifa by Al-Tilimsani.
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