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Abstract

With the proliferation of terrorist operations threatening peace and national security, many
countries have been compelled to compromise human rights, citing the need to protect national security
and maintain internal stability. This paper aims to examine the relationship between counterterrorism
efforts and human rights, addressing a fundamental question: Does a conflict exist between the imperative
of safeguarding national security against terrorism and ensuring respect for human rights, in accordance
with internationally accepted principles since the mid-20th century? To assess the merits of the
relationship between counterterrorism and human rights, the paper examines the Jordanian experience
in reconciling and balancing the fight against terrorism with the protection of human rights. The study
concludes that while terrorism universally draws humanitarian condemnation, violations of human rights
under the guise of counterterrorism must be strongly denounced. Human rights violations can serve as a
catalyst for fueling extremism and the emergence of terrorism. Therefore, countries cannot use the fight
against terrorism as justification to undermine human rights, as that would provide a justifiable pretext
for engaging in terrorism to restore those rights. However, this does not imply that countries must abstain
from taking action against terrorism, citing respect for "human rights." Countries subjected to terrorism
may adopt exceptional measures to counter it, provided that these measures are temporary, legally
mandated, overseen by an independent judiciary, and do not infringe upon fundamental or inviolable

human rights.
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