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The documentary film Honeyland: directed by Tamara Kotevska and Ljubomir Stefanov

Between the aesthetics of the treated subject and the embodiment of pain
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Abstract: The documentary film is a marvelous cinematic formula of its kind that dives into the
innermost depths of the human psyche, analyzes it, discusses it, and concludes it, whether in a realistic
or semi-realistic format, or in the form of a doco-drama. The documentary film makes the recipient live
events, realities, and characters that he cannot experience in the fictional films, It is a very distinct film
genre, and one of these distinguished films is Honeyland, a Macedonian film in eighty-seven minutes. It
is considered the first documentary film in the history of cinema, which was nominated for the oscar for
Best Documentary Film feature and also the oscar for Best International Feature Film at the Academy
Awards, and that was at the 2020 ceremony.

The film tells the story of a fifty-Something woman (Hatidze Muratova), who is considered one of
the last wild beekeepers in the European continent, as she has to travel for four hours to the capital of
the country (Skopje) in order to sell her honey, as she lives in a small village with her eighty-five-year-
old mother, who suffers from partial blindness and is seriously ill. Here, our documentary film, which
we will talk about in our article, tries to address many humanitarian issues in an amazing visual way,
such as nature, family, pain, our relationship with the environment, and our human relationship with the
people around us. So how did the film (Honeyland) succeed in embodying pain? And what are the
artistic and aesthetic ways used by the film's directors in order to convey a range of feelings to the
recipient and to the audience?

Keyword: Documentary film, Macedonian cinema, pain, symbolism, the imagined.
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